LUIS BARRAGAN

MUSICIAN AND PIANO INSTRUCTOR
Welcome to piano lessons! 
I believe in your talent and potential, and truly look forward.
This confirms that the student will be coached, weekly, at a rate of $40 an hour, which is paid in monthly installments, at the beginning of each month.  Checks may be written to Luis Barragan.
Below is your student contract.  Please review its elements and sign at the bottom.

I am truly looking forward to working with you and am confident that this document will be very helpful in terms of our organizational process and your development as a musician!
LEARNING OBJECTIVES:
Learn theory and technique, which include:
· Scales, chords, and arpeggios  

· Technical studies (or etudes)
For beginning theory, please purchase the following:

· Robert Pace Piano Method
For intermediate to advanced students, please purchase:

· Tonal Harmony (6th Edition) by Stefan Kostka and Dorothy Payne
For sight-singing, I will provide materials; however, you may purchase the following text if you would like:

· Sight Singing Complete (7th Edition) by Maureen Carr and Bruce Benward
Explore a minimum of three contrasting composers each semester.  

A good example of contrasting composers is:
· Johann Sebastian Bach (Baroque Period)

· Ludwig von Beethoven (Classical Period)

· Johannes Brahms (Romantic Period)

· Samuel Barber (20th Century Modern)

· Philip Glass (Contemporary)

Acquire refined and well-balanced musicianship.  
· You will understand the background of the music you are studying: its history, aesthetic, and how to interpret it
· The study of musicianship will not just help us to play appropriately in terms of style, but will also help us to identify the contrasting composers that we study
To share what you are playing in a performance environment.
· The process of performance is binary, which means that an audience is needed so that music may be shared with the public and so that our performance ability improves
· I acknowledge that playing in front of people can cause anxiety, so I provide the option for students to play in the tranquility of my home studio
· We may also explore the possibility of playing in different environments
STUDIO POLICY FOR STUDENTS AND THEIR PARENTS

SCHEDULING

A lesson time is assigned at the time of enrollment.  This time is to be retained through this period of enrollment. Due to crowded schedules and limited teaching time, missed lessons can become problematic.  In fairness to the many teachers with waiting lists and the students who are otherwise deprived of piano instruction, it is of utmost importance in my practice to be time-efficient.  Therefore, all missed lessons are charged for.  However, I understand that emergencies or important events sometimes supersede class time, so I will make every effort to find an alternative slot in order to make up classes missed.  If an emergency makes it necessary for the teacher to cancel, the missed lesson will be made up.

TUITION
Tuition is payable in advance.  Tuition is paid at the beginning of each month (private students) or semester (Community Music Academy).

PERFORMANCE
Recitals are an important part of piano performance and integral to piano instruction,             and students will be expected perform in a group setting. 

PARENT AND STUDENT EXPECTATIONS
While not mandatory, parents are encouraged to accompany students to their lessons so       that they may be helpful to them while at home.  This is quite common in many      European conservatories and has great results.

 Students and parents are kindly requested to avoid phoning during lesson hours.y, 
TIPS FOR STUDENTS

PRACTICING
It is very important to have a set schedule for your practice time.  You can always break up the practice routine into shorter sessions rather than one long chunk of practice time.  I recommend practicing for only 15-20 minutes in one sitting.


QUESTIONS

When problems or difficulties arise, write them down so that you can bring them to the next lesson, or feel free to make a separate appointment with me so that we may address any issues.
RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT
Enjoy the process of research by listening to different versions of music that you are working on.  It is also important that you go to as many performances as possible in order to develop a balanced point of view.


WELLNESS
Consider general wellness as part of your journey as a musician.  Good exercise and breathing/meditation techniques can make a very positive impact on your mental and physical state, which you will surely benefit from at the piano.  We will go over some of these techniques in our studio.
By enrolling and signing below, you acknowledge that you acknowledge and agree with the terms of our piano studio.

Thankfully,

Luis Barragan
